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ANNUAL REPORT. 



The custom, which so generally prevails, of requiring periodical 
reports from those who have committed to them the charities of the 
Church, is obviously founded in wisdom, and justice ; they who fur- 
nish the means for carrying forward benevolent operations, should 
be informed of the manner in which these means have been applied, 
they are entitled to such information, and it is both the duty, and the 
privilege of those to whom their charities have been entrusted to 
furnish it; and many, and important advantages may, and do result 
from regular periodical reports. The object of the Institution is in 
this way brought before the public, its state is exhibited, its wants are 
made known, its beneficial results are seen, and opportunity is afforded 
for urging its claims. 

In compliance with this wise, and good regulation, the Board of 
Missions would now present to the General Assembly their twentieth 
annual report, containing in brief, the transactions, and as far as 
they have been able to ascertain, the results of the past year. 

Since the* meeting of the last Assembly, it has pleased the Head of 
the Church to grant to your Board, a year of unusally serene, and silent 
progress in the work assigned them, distinguished indeed by no 
occurrence of difficulty, or of very special interest, whilst it has, we 
believe, eminently furthered the great object for which we were 
appointed. We have not been called upon during the year to make 
any very special effort in the way of collecting funds. By a well 
arranged system in its regular ordinary operations, we have been sup- 
plied. Under such circumstances, the Board feel they are called upon 
to give special thanks to the God of providence and of grace. The 
duty assigned us is silent and unostentatious, to manage the charities 
of the Church for the spread of the gospel, and we feel it to be no 
ordinary privilege to be permitted to do this, silently, but efficiently. 

Since we last reported, death has lessened our number. Two valua- 
ble members of your Board, and of the number elected by the last 
Assembly, the Rev. Dr. James Magraw, and the Rev. Dr. William 
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Nevins, have ceased from their labours, and gone to receive their 
reward. Dr. Magraw was a member of the last Assembly, and acted 
a prominent part in the important proceedings of that body. 

These brethren were both well known, and much beloved in the 
Church. Intelligent, sound, active, devoted ministers of Christ. The 
firm advocates of truth, and order — the warm friends of missions, and 
all benevolent institutions — and both were called away in the midst of 
their days, and of their usefulness. In these solemn and deeply 
affecting providences, the voice of God speaks loudly to their brethren, 
who are left behind. " Work while it is day, the night cometh, in 
which no man can work." 

Shordy after the meeting of the last Assembly, the Board appointed 
an assistant Secretary, to aid the Secretary and General Agent, in the 
arduous and responsible duties of his office. This appointment was 
made under a full conviction, that such aid was much needed. The 
extensive correspondence, and other business of the office, make the 
duties there exceedingly arduous, and the Secretary in the discharge of 
his duties as General Agent, is of necessity frequently absent from the 
office, and as these duties call him to the most remote parts of the 
Church, and of the land, he is sometimes compelled to be away for 
weeks together. And it is of vital importance to the cause that the 
business of the office be done, not only efficiently, but promptly. 
Delay there, tends to weaken public confidence, and must be seriously 
injurious. To prevent such delay, and secure at all times the prompt, 
and efficient performance of the office duties, an assistant was ap- 
pointed. 

The Board, after much deliberation, appointed to this place, Mr. 
John C. Backus, of the Theological Seminary at Princeton. Mr. Backus 
accepted the appointment, and entered on the duties of his office the 
first of November, since then, he has been wholly devoted to this work, 
and has rendered essential service to the cause. By direction of the 
Board, in the month of February, he left the office on a tour through 
the south western and western states. In this tour he travels as the 
organ of the Board, and as he has opportunity, performs the duties of 
a missionary and agent. 

The appointments which have been made during the year, the 
amount of labour performed, with the results, as far as ascertained, will 
now.be given in a general table, exhibiting in parallel columns the fol- 
lowing items. 

1. The names of congregations and missionary stations. 

2. The names of missionaries and agents, in alphabetical order. 
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3. Sates of their commission, or of the time when they commenced 
their labour in the service of the Board. 

4. The time for which they were commissioned, in months. 

5. Months of labour performed, 

6. Number of Sabbath Schools. 

7. Additions to the Churches on examination. 

8. Additions on certificate. 

9. Number of subscribers to Temperance Societies. 

10. Other particulars reported. 
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Williamsburgh and Grass; 
Run, Clermont Co. Ohio. 
Farmington, near Springfield, 

Concord Prcubytery, N. C. 
Fiigah arrd Union Churches. 
Morgan Co. III. 
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tO ANNUAL REPORT, 

From the preceding table it appears, that the number of Missionaries 
and Agents, employed or aided by the Board during the past year has 
been two hundred and forty-two,* and the number of Congregations, 
and Missionary Districts which have received aid, in the support of 
Gospel ordinances, is nearly five hundred. Of the Missionaries and 
Agents enumerated, one hundred and thirty-one were in commission at 
the commencement of the'year, and one hundred and eleven have been 
commissioned since. This is a small increase since the last year. 
In the number, commissioned daring the year, there has been an 
increase over the number commissioned the last year, of thirty-two* 
In the whole number of Missionaries an increase of eighteen. 

Your Missionaries have laboured, either as pastors or stated supplies, 
in twenty of our states and territories, and the amount of ministerial 
labour performed, has been equal to one hundred and forty-seven 
years. 

The Board have not been able to secure full reports from all their 
Missionaries. From the reports received, and from other sources of 
information, the following results are stated. 

The number of members added to the Churches has been, on exami- 
nation, about eight hundred and fifty ; on certificate, twelve hundred ; 
total, two thousand and fifty. 

About twenty new Churches have been formed, and from forty, to 
fifty houses of worship have been erected. 

The number of Sabbath Schools is about four hundred, employing 
nearly two thousand teachers, and containing over fifteen thousand 
children. 

About two hundred and fifty classes for biblical and catechetical 
instruction have been sustained, containing more than four thousand 
learners. 

About three hundred Temperance Societies have been reported, 
containing not less than thirty thousand members. 

In all the leading benevolent operations of the day, your Missionaries 
have taken a deep, and lively interest, and sums to a considerable 
amount have been reported, as collected on Missionary ground for 
aiding in the circulation of the Bible, and religious Tracts ; for Sab- 
bath Schools, and for sending the Gospel to the destitute both in our 
own land, and in heathen lands. 

* This was the whole number of Missionaries in commission when the report 
was adopted by the Board. At the meeting of the Committee on the Monday 
following, eight new appointments were made, making the number when the 
fsport was read to the Assembly, two hundred and fifty. 
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The monthly concert for prayer, weekly lectures, and weekly 
prayer meetings, have very generally been established and kept up, 
wherever it has been practicable. 

The severely cold weather of the last winter, and the very frequent 
and deep snows, in many places have seriously interrupted ministerial 
labour, and have broken up for a time such meetings* 

The Board record with gratitude the fact, that as far as they have 
been able to ascertain, no complaint has been brought against any of 
your Missionaries of a departure, either in doctrine or practice, from 
the truth, and order of the Gospel. In regard to most of them, we have 
good evidence that they have been faithful to their solemn and impor- 
tant trust, preaching the Gospel in its simplicity and purity, labouring 
diligently in their appropriate work, seeking, in the use of all Scrip- 
tural means, the conversion of souls to God, and maintaining a de- 
portment becoming the Gospel of Christ 

In view of the facts stated, the Board feel there is cause for grati- 
tude to God, for the good which has been accomplished, and ample 
encouragement for the more diligent prosecution of our work. Great 
good has been accomplished* To the poor the Gospel has been 
preached, many thousands of families, by this charity of the Church, 
have been blessed with the ministry, God's appointed ordinance, for 
their instruction, their sanctification, and salvation. 

Thousands of the children and youth of our country, have been rescued 
from idleness and sin, have been collected in Sabbath Schools, and 
Bible Classes, and there taught to reverence God's day, to read God's 
word, and to devote themselves, body and soul, to God's service. 
Tens of thousands have been banded together by the temperance 
pledge, to shun the fell destroyer themselves, and do what they can to 
banish intemperance from our land, and from the world. Thousands 
of God's dear people, scattered through our land, have been instructed, 
and edified, and comforted, and lead onward in their heavenward 
course. A vast amount of precious seed has been sown, and moistened 
by the dews and rains of heaven, some of this seed has already taken 
root, and is bearing precious fruit ; and in due time, from the seed 
sown, with the divine blessing, we may confidently hope for a rich 
harvest, which will be " to the praise of the glory of the grace of our 
covenant Jehovah." In view of these, and other things which might 
be mentioned, we are called upon to thank God, and take courage. 

But while there is much fot which to be thankful, and every thing 
to encourage us in our noble work, the Board feel, and in h feteorfv 
God would express their feeling to the Assembly, and to the Churches, 
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thai the reports from our Missionaries, famish matter for deep humilia- 
tion, and should bring us to our knees, and on our faces before God* 
During the year, we have had in the field a larger number of Mission** 
aries than we had the last year; and among the number, sent out by 
your Board during the present year, are some choice spirits, some 
precious, devoted men of God, and from the best information your 
Board have been able to obtain, your Missionaries have been devoted 
to their work. And yet, as far as we have been able to collect them, 
the results have been less than they were the last year. And why is 
this? Every Minister, and every Christian, with deep interest should 
put the question, "Why is this? What is the cause, that compara- 
tively so little fruit has resulted from so much patient, self-denying 
labour." And may we not extend the inquiry farther ? Why so much 
apathy in the Churches generally ? Why so little fruit ? On inquiry 
it will be found we believe, that in this matter our Missionaries have 
not fared worse than their brethren in Churches, that have needed no 
missionary aid. May we not find a reason, and a sufficient reason for 
this state of things, in the abounding of a worldly spirit, that canker of 
the Church, and the weakness, or the want of the spirit of prayer in 
the Churches ? And are not the Churches called upon, in view of the 
alarming fact we have noticed, deeply to humble themselves before 
God, and by importunate prayer, seek his blessing on the means of hie 
own appointment 

The Board advert to the fact, with this object in view, that they may 
feel, and the Churches may feel with them, the imperative call there is, 
for more of the spirit of humble, importunate prayer. Let it be deeply 
impressed on our hearts, that whoever may plant, or water, the 
increase is all of God ; and that for this increase, he will be inquired 
of by his people, that he may prosper them in their work. Let this 
precious cause then, the men who are appointed to manage it, and the 
Missionaries who are in the field, have an interest in the daily sup* 
plications of God's people. 

t 

STATS OF THE TBEASURY. 

Balance in the Treasury, per Report of last year, - t 228 87 
Cash received from Legacies, - - - - 2512 50 
Cash received from Subscriptions, Collections, Dona- 
tions, &c. - 27,844 47* 

Total, 980,065 64* 
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Disbursed 

m 

For incidental Expenses, including rent of Office, 
Postage, Fuel, Stationary, Printing, Clerk's 
hire, <fcc. 1457 99 

Paid Note in the Bank, 2000 00 

For Salary, and travelling Expenses of the Corres- 
ponding Secretary, and of the Assistant Secre- 
tary, and General Agent,* - - 2751 43 

For payment of Missionary Labour and Agencies, - 22,630 08 

Balance on hand, 1245 54£ 



Total, $30,085 64* 



The above Report of trie state of our Treasury, while it furnishes 
matter for devout thanksgiving to God, " whose is the silver, and the 
gold," affords cheering evidence of both the ability, and the disposition 
in the Churches to sustain this great cause, and is a guarantee to the 
Board, that in the wise and faithful discharge of their trust, they will 
not want for means to carry forward their work. It is well known, in 
years past, this Board has had to struggle with serious difficulties 
arising from pecuniary embarrassments. It was confidently said and 
believed, that it was a bankrupt concern, and must fail for want of 
support ; and this impression, extensively made, had its influence in 
leading even some of the friends of the Board to withhold altogether, 
or to give cautiously, and sparingly. For several years, nowithstand- 
ing the noble liberality of a few devoted friends, the Board had to re- 
port the concern deeply in debt. The last year, they were permitted 
to say, their debt was nearly extinguished — now it is our privilege to 
report, that, during the year, the Board have paid the last cent of their 
debt— amounting at the commencement of the year to #2000. They 
have paid all arrearages of the last year ; amounting to over $2000, 
more. They have met every draft, as it became due. They have set- 
tled up to the present date, and are permitted to report a balance, with 
which to commence the operations of the next year ; and this import- 
ant result, under God, has been effected by the perfectly free, voluntary, 
liberality of the Churches. The Board wish here, as a just tribute to 
the Churches, and for the eucouragement of the friends of this causer to 
record the fact, that no special effort has been made during the year 

* This item includes about $300, due the Secretary for last years salary— and 
paid this year. 
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to raise funds. Many of the Churches hare been visited, and the 
cause brought before them, but no importunity has been used— what 
has come into the Treasury, has come most freely ; and with no ordi- 
nary feelings of gratitude, the Board can now say to the Churches, you 
have relieved us from all pecuniary embarrassment, and we are pre- 
pared to prosecute the work you have committed to us with new 
vigour, and to the full extent of our ability meet, promptly, every pro- 
per demand made upon us. 

And, while we pay this just tribute to the prompt liberality of the 
Churches during the past year, we would ask, not only that the same 
liberality be continued — we venture to ask, that it be increased ; and 
from past experience we feel assured, while the Board act wisely, and 
faithfully do their duty, the Churches will not be backward. We have 
arrived at a most important period in our history— relieved from embar- 
rassment — the demands upon your Board will be greatly increased. 
Already have large engagements been made for the ensuing year, to 
4 meet which, will require a considerable increase of funds ; and new, 

and most promising fields for missionary labours — particularly in the 
south-west and west, are presenting strong claims, and calling upon 
the Board to double their efforts. Let the Churches come up promptly 
and efficiently to our aid, and with the blessing of God, at the close of 
the year, a Report may be rendered which will gladden every Chris- 
tian heart, and call forth our loudest praises to the God of salvation. 

AGENCIES. 

In this important department of our work, but few changes have been 
made since we last reported. Wherever it has been practicable, the 
same Agents have been retained, and in the same fields. And notwith- 
standing the Board have made every .possible effort to obtain good 
Agents, wherever they were needed and desired by the Churches, in 
regard to large and important portions of the field, they have not yet 
succeeded. They hope, however, to be able very soon to supply this 
deficiency. 

We proceed to give a brief account of the Agencies we have em- 
ployed — their respective fields — and the labours they have performed. 

The Rev. A. O. Patterson, at the commencement of the year, was re- 
appointed to the same field he occupied the last year. His agency in- 
cludes'the Synod J of Pittsburgh, and the three western Presbyteries of 
the Synod of Philadelphia. This is a wide and most important field- 
embracing a large extent of territory, and nearly or quite three hundred 
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and fifty Presbyterian Churches. That the Assembly^and the Churches 
may know what their devoted Agents are doing, we will give a brief 
sketch of the labours of this indefatigable servant of the Lord, in his 
own words. 

In his report to the Board, Mr. Patterson says >— " As nearly as I 
can ascertain from the memoranda I have kept, I have, during the year, 
visited upwards of one hundred and sixty churches, preached about two 
hundred times, delivered about the same number of addresses, and 
travelled nearly five thousand miles. I need not say that the toils of 
the closing year, as well as of the preceding, have been connected with 
much exposure of health, and many serious privations, domestic and 
personal ; I have been absent from my family probably four-fifths of the 
past year, and when occasionally at home, my time has been almost 
entirely occupied in attending to the correspondence, and other duties, 
connected with my office ; so that I have been able to spend but few 
hours in my study, and devote but very few fragments of time to men- 
tal improvement. I have been almost literally a pilgrim and an alien 
from my own house, ever since I have been in the service of the Board. 
But do not understand me as indulging in complaint. Nay, I rejoice 
that I have been permitted to endure hardship, or encounter privation, 
for the sake of our dear Master, in so good a cause, that is dear to every 
friend of truth, of our beloved Zion, our country, and the world. — And 
I desire to be unfeignedly thankful, in having reason to believe that my 
feeble efforts have not been in vain in the Lord." 

Mr. Patterson has made auxiliary to the Board, not far from two 
hundred churches, and has secured funds to the amount of nearly or 
quite $9000, the greater part of which has been paid into the treasury. 

The Rev. James M. Brown has been continued during the year, in 
his former fielcL His agency includes the two States of Virginia and 
North Carolina. To perform the duties of this agency necessarily re- 
quires much travelling; the field is large— in most parts of it the 
churches are at a distance from each other — many of them are weak, 
and able to contribute but little to benevolent objects — and there is 
within the limits of this agency a vast amount of missionary ground ; 
whole districts are entirely destitute of preaching and Gospel ordinances. 
Much of the business of an Agent in this field consists in ascertaining 
the wants of the people, and bringing them to the view of the Board; 
and much of the time of the Agent is necessarily consumed in visiting 
feeble churches, and devising measures for supplying the destitu • 
For nearly or quite three months, Mr. Brown was laid aside, hy a vio- 
lent attack of bilious fever, so that his labours for the year have been 
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limited to about nine months. A few extractsTrom his report— which 
we now give— will show how the duties of his Agency hare been per- 
formed : 

" I have, as the Agent of the Board, during the nine months I have 
been able to labour, visited seventy-seven churches, in most of which I 
have organized Missionary Associations on the plan recommended by 
the Board : I have preached not less than two hundred sermons, and 
some precious results in the hopeful conversion of sinners I have heard 
of, which have cheered me amidst the privations of my calling. I have 
travelled more than three thousand miles, and most of it on horseback; 
and during this time have been with my family, altogether, not more 
than two months/' 

- The amount of funds collected in this Agency has not been large, bat 
a large amount of information has been collected, deeply interesting in 
itself, and of great importance to the missionary cause. 

The Rev. Shepard K. Kollock was re-appointed Agent for the Synod 
and State of New Jersey, including the State of New Jersey, and the 
Presbyteries of Susquehannah and Montrose, in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania. He has laboured during the year in the service of the Board 
with great diligence, and encouraging success. In his report to the Board 
he remarks: 

" During the last twelve months I have visited sixty-three churches, 
in the States of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and New York, but princi- 
pally injthe first. I have preached one hundred and sixty or one hun- 
dred and seventy times : when I spend several days in a congregation, 
besides preaching on the Sabbath, I usually preach every day. This 
has been my practice in any long tours I have made, and I have had 
some cheering evidence that the Gospel has not been preached in vain. 
I have travelled during the year from three to four thousand miles, and 
have been absent from my family much more than half my time. In 
visiting the churches, I think I have found the spirit of missions in- 
creasing among ministers and private Christians, and a growing desire 
manifested, that our own beloved Church should do more for this object 
than she has ever yet done." Mr. Kollock has succeeded well in the 
collection of funds. 

The Rev. John K. Davis has been continued an Agent in the State 
of New York- His labours have been more particularly directed to the 
churches on the Hudson river, but the limits of his Agency have not 
been very definitely fixed. During the year he has visited between 
sixty and seventy churches ; travelled from three to four thousand miles ; 
preached often, and collected a considerable amount of funds for the 
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support of missions. This Brother has been indefatigable in his 
efforts, has made a favourable impression wherever he has gone in the 
service of the Board, and we have good reason to believe, has essen- 
tially promoted the interests of the cause in that important section of 
the Church. 

In addition to the foregoing, the Rev. Malcom JD. Fraser, of the 
Presbytery of Harmony, has laboured as an Agent of the Board for six 
months in the state of South Carolina. This excellent Brother has 
been unwearied in his labours, and has done most important service. 
The Board deeply regret, that he could not be longer retained in the 
field. 

The Board have also within the last few weeks appointed the Rev. 
James L, Sloss, of the Presbytery of North Alabama, an Agent for the 
states of Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. These 
has not yet been time for an answer to be received from Mr. Sloss.* 

The Board deeply regret, that they have again failed to obtain suita- 
ble Agents for a large portion of the West. The Rev. Mr. Smith, who 
was appointed to the state of Kentucky, shortly before the meeting of 
the last Assembly, declined his appointment, and that important field 
has been without Agents from this Board. The Board confidently 
hope this will not much longer be the case. They are now making 
arrangements to place in a central part of that great field the best man 
they can obtain, and they think with a good prospect of speedy succees.t 

Before dismissing this subject, the Board beg leave to direct the par- 
ticular attention of the Assembly, and of the churches, to a few facts 
disclosed in the reports of our Agents. They deem it only an act of 
justice to these self-denying, devoted men, and of great importance to 
the cause. There is necessarily a large expense connected with exten- 
sive Agencies, and complaints are sometimes made, that too large an 
amount of the funds of the Church are expended in Agencies. The 
Board are anxious in this matter, as in all other matters committed to 
them, to do what is right in itself, and what will most effectually ad- 
vance' the great interests of the cause entrusted to them : and to aid 
ministers and churches in forming an intelligent judgment, they direct 
their attention to a few facts in the case. 

9 Since this Report was read to the Assembly, a letter has been received from 
Mr. SJoas, accepting bis appointment He will enter on the duties of the Agency in 
September or October. 

t An Agent has since been appointed for the Synods of Cincinnati, Kentucky, 
Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, to be located at Louisville, Ky. 

4 
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The first fact we notice is, the amount of labour performed, and the 
probable good accomplished in the churches by these devoted men. 
Not one of our Agents has travelled, during the year, less than three 
thousand miles. From one hundred and sixty to two hundred sermons 
have been preached by each : and one Brother tells us he has travelled 
more than five thousand miles, and preached more than two hundred 
sermons, besides delivering as many public addresses : that is, he has 
performed more public services than there are days in the year. 
Where, we would confidently ask, is the pastor, in our whole Church, 
who has performed such labours ? And who can calculate the amount 
of good accomplished by these men, preaching almost daily, and going 
from congregation to congregation, rousing the churches to prayer and 
effort? 

A second fact to which we would direct attention is, the peculiar 
trials of an Agency. These, the Board think, are not generally under- 
stood, nor duly appreciated. The Agent, as we have seen, must to a 
very great extent, give up his domestic comforts, and become literally 
*' an alien from his own home." Not one of our Agents, but has been 
absent from his family more than half the year, some two-thirds, and 
even four-fifths of the whole time. This, to a man who loves his 
home, and whose family need his watchful care, is certainly no small 
trial. 

The Agent, to a very great degree, must bid adieu to all hope of im- 
provement. He has but little time or opportunity for mental cultiva- 
tion, and his wandering, unsettled life, all must feel, is not very favour- 
able to spiritual improvement. He is in fact, by his mode of life, cut 
off in a great measure from all advance, both mental and spiritual; no 
small trial this. 

The Agent, it is well known, is subject to incessant toil and fatigue, 
and not unfrequently, from exposure, suffers seriously in his health. 
To meet his engagements he must travel during all kinds of weather, 
and at all hazards. He must breast the' storm, and encounter the peril, 
or the cause may suffer. And in addition to all his other trials, his 
business, the collection of funds, is in itself a constant trial of feeling. 

Such are some of the trials of an Agent. The life of a conscientious, 
devoted Agent, is a life of toil, privation, self-denying, self-sacrificing 
labours. The object for which he is wearing himself out is indeed a 
noble one. It is for a good Master, and in a good cause he works, 
and it is this which sustains him under all his privations and trials. 

We call attention to a third fact. The absolute necessity of Agents, 
and of active, acceptable Agents, in order to accomplish the great work 
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Tor which your Board has been appointed. Were ministers and 
churches just what they should be, that is, would pastors and churches 
do their duly, and their whole duty, in the great work of converting the 
world to God, Agents would be less needed; and it will be a blessed 
period of the Church, when the services of Agents can be entirely dis- 
pensed with. But as the Church now is, unless we would stop the 
progress of truth and righteousness, and be satisfied with the ground 
already possessed by the Church ; and unless; too, we would leave the 
churches already formed to decline, and the cause to retrograde, they 
cannot be dispensed with. All experience proves, that benevolent ope- 
rations cannot be carried forward with efficiency, without judicious, 
active, self-denying, devoted Agents; and the history of our own ope- 
rations during the past year most abundantly confirms this. The pros- 
perity of the cause, under God, has essentially depended on the judi- 
cious, untiring efforts of our devoted Agents. 

From the statements made, one thing more must be obvious ; that 
Agents, of all men in the service of the Church, should be wise, sound, 
discreet, godly, active, energetic men; men in whom the churches can 
have confidence, and whose influence in the churches will be a safe, and 
decidedly good influence. To meet the trials, and perform the labours of 
an Agent, in such a manner as to be profitable to the churches, and pro- 
mote the cause for which the Agency is undertaken, requires some pe- 
culiar qualifications ; and the Board, in the appointment of Agents, are 
careful not to appoint any, but such as are known to the churches as 
safe and useful men. They act in this matter on the principle, that the 
cause of Christ requires for this arduous and important service, the best 
talents that can be commanded ; and they fully believe, that in selecting 
such men as Agents for the cause of Missions, there is no loss, but gain 
to the churches. 

And when they call a good man to this self-denying, laborious, and 
important work, they feel they are bound to secure to him a competent 
support. In no case do they give more than a bare sufficiency to make 
his family comfortable. They study the strictest economy, while they 
endeavour also to be just, and as far as possible relieve from worldly 
anxiety and care, the men whose whole time, and energies are required 
in their work. 

The Board would now dismiss the subject, by affectionately com- 
mending these beloved Brethren, and the cause they plead, to the 
prayers and cordial support of the pastors and churches. 
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" fe the world ;" the whole world, and nothing less than the world. The 
command of her redeeming God and Saviour, lays the Church under 
obligations to have this Gospel- preached to every inhabitant of earth. 
And while any of the tribes of men are without the Gospel, which 
bringeth salvation, the duty of the Church in this matter is not fully 
done. This your Board feel, and endeavour to keep constantly in 
view, as their great and ultimate object, the conversion of the world to 
Ood: and in subserviency to this great object, the universal spread and 
triumph of the Gospel, they would urge onward more energetically, the 
work of Home Missions. 

The section of the great missionary field, in which your Board are 
more especially called to labour, is that portion of our own country 
over which the Presbyterian Church is spread, including the whole of 
the middle and southern States, with the vast Valley of the Mississippi, 
and containing at this time, a population of more than ten millions 
of souls. 

In the state of New York, the Board have at this time thirty Mis- 
sionaries, This State contains a large number of Presbyterian 
churches, and we rejoice to know that other Missionary Boards are 
doing much to sustain feeble churches, and supply the destitute popu- 
lation with a preached Gospel. Still within the limits of that favoured 
State, the number of feeble and destitute churches, unaided by any 
Board, is large, and there is yet much vacant land to be possessed. 

In New Jersey the Board have twelve Missionaries. The Presbyterian 
Church in this State is strong, and the greater part of it is perhaps as 
well supplied with intelligent, active ministers, as any portion of our 
land ; yet in this State, particularly in the southern section of it, there 
is a great destitution of competent religious instructors, and a number 
of Missionaries are at this moment much needed. 

In Pennsylvania we ha ve forty-one Missionaries. This State also con- 
tains many good, efficient Presbyterian churches, and a large number of 
sound, active, evangelical Presbyterian ministers. No other State in the 
Union has done so much to aid in the operations of your Board as Penn- 
sylvania. She stands first on our list of benefactors. Within the limits of 
this State are stilt, a large number of feeble churches, which greatly need 
aid, not less probably than one hundred and fifty churches; besides 
those aided have not sufficient strength to sustain the Gospel them- 
selves ; and there is vacant ground in this State, where no churches 
have been formed, sufficient for one hundred churches more. 

In Delaware we have but one Missionary. We know not what other 
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Missionary Boards may be doing for that State, but from the best in- 
formation we have been able to obtain, there are, within the limits of 
the State, extensive moral wastes, and much missionary ground, where 
sound, devoted ministers are greatly needed. 

In Maryland the Board have Jive Missionaries. A very large portion 
of the State is missionary ground, and the call for labourers is loud, and 
pressing. 

In Pirginia we have twenty-seven Missionaries. This State contains 
a number of able, devoted Presbyterian ministers. The missionary 
spirit we think is increasing, and much is doing by the Brethren there 
for the supply of the destitute. Still the destitution is very great It is 
stated on good authority, that within the limits of that single State more 
than half a million of souls, are without the regular administration of 
the word and ordinances of the Gospel. 

In North Carolina the Board have fifteen Missionaries. Here also it is 
hoped, the missionary spirit has received an impulse during the past 
year. But the destitutions are exceedingly great; probably not less 
than one half of the population of the State are destitute of the stated 
ministry. . 

In South Carolina and Georgia 9 where we have, in the former eight, 
and in the latter three Missionaries, the state of things is not very dif- 
ferent from what is found in Virginia, and North Carolina. The de- 
mand for sound, intelligent, active ministers is very great, and pressing. 

In .Alabama the Board have/our Missionaries. This State, at the 
present moment, presents an extensive field for missionary labour. 

But the great field for missionary labour in our own country, is in 
the West. The Valley of the Mississippi, including eight whole 
States and two Territories, besides portions of several other States, we 
believe the largest valley in the world ; in several respects the most 
interesting and most important portion of our country, and in its bear- 
ings on the future destinies of this land, and of mankind, perhaps we 
may say, the most important section of the globe. 

The " mighty West," which already numbers its millions of inhabit- 
ants, and whose population, collecting from all parts of the world, is 
increasing with a rapidity unparalleled in the history of any other 
country, presents to the Church, at the present moment, a field for 
missionary labour, far surpassing in interest, in importance, and in 
promise, any other of which we have any knowledge. 

In this vast field your Board have now, about one hundred Missiona- 
ries. We rejoice that we have so many, but how small the number 
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compared with the demand ! One hundred in addition, would not be suffi- 
cient to meet the applications now on hand ; and the demand is constantly 
increasing, and of necessity must continue to increase. Almost daily, 
from some portion of that vast Valley, the cry comes up to us, Send us 
some one to break unto us the bread of life ; Send us a man of God to 
testch us, and to teach our children the way of salvation. 

Our limits will not permit us to enlarge. Such is the field we are 
called to cultivate. 

We proceed to notice briefly, what will be necessary for the moral 
culture of this extensive and most interesting field, and to inquire, what 
resources we have in our own Church, for this great work. 

To carry forward this work, the Board need a large supply of. minis- 
ters of the Gospel — and ministers of the right stamp. They want men 
of decided piety — intelligent men, who understand and love the truth, 
and will preach it in all its native simplicity and purity. Sober, dis- 
creet, enterprising, active men, who value the souls of men, and who 
are prepared to endure hardness, as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. 

And can the men be found ? We answer, For a full supply there 
are not men at present to be had. It would require several hundreds, 
in addition to those already in the ministry, to furnish any thing like an 
adequate supply for the destitutions of our own country. Still we have 
men, and valuable men, in our own Church, to meet much more fully 
than has yet been met, the wants of the destitute. It is well known 
there are at this time hundreds of Presbyterian ministers, who, from 
want of competent support, are but partially engaged in the work of the 
ministry. Devoting most of their time and strength to secular employ- 
ment, these good men are in a measure lost to the Church. To secure 
to the cause of Christ, and to the benefit of souls, the whole time of 
such men, is one important object for which this Board was appointed. 
And the Board believe measures should be taken immediately, by the 
Presbyteries, to secure to the appropriate work of the ministry, the un- 
divided time, and attention of every Presbyterian minister. Were this 
done, and could all our ministers, who are now dividing their time be- 
tween the ministry, and the world, be induced to give themselves whol- 
ly to the former, there would be a large accession to the number of 
active, and we would hope, successful labourers in our Lord's vineyard. 
And we would most respectfully and affectionately, but earnestly, 
make our appeal to such, and beg them, in the name of our adorable 
Master, who " has counted them faithful, putting them into the ministry," 
and in the name of perishing millions, to look seriously and prayerfully 
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at this matter. Their whole time, and strength, are required in their 
Master's work, and cannot be dispensed with, without serious loss to 
souls. 

There are others again, in almost all our Presbyteries, ordained 
ministers and licentiates, who, from different causes, are not connected 
with any congregation, and are almost wholly unemployed. Numbers 
in this situation may be found in our cities and large towns, who are 
wasting the best of their days in comparative idleness. Such men, if 
they have qualifications for usefulness, should not be suffered to remain 
idle for a single hour. They should be searched out, and urged into 
the field. When there is such a demand for ministerial labour, there 
should be no idlers in the ministry. From this source we believe, there 
might be an addition to the number of labourers. 

Our Seminaries, increasing in number and strength, will be an increas- 
ing source of supply. And our Education Board, with her hundreds of 
devoted young men in a course of training for the ministry, we trust 
will, in due time, furnish a large supply of well instructed, godly, de- 
voted men for this important field. 

The Church has men, not indeed to meet the full demand, but to 
increase greatly the number now in active service ; and she is called 
upon to wake up to this subject, and make a draft on all the good men 
she has ; in the name of her Head, to demand of them for his cause, all 
their time, and their best energies. 

Again— To carry forward this work with energy, funds will be re- 
quired. To sustain in the field, and especially in our jiew States and 
Territories, so large a number of ministers as are needed, and as the 
Church, if she is faithful to her trust, may furnish, will require large 
funds ; and we need hardly say, the resources here are ample. It is a 
fact to be looked at, and duly considered by every Christian, that recent- 
ly God has collected into the bosom of the Church, a vast amount of 
wealth. He has in his Providence so directed, that a large number of 
his professed children are rich in this world's goods. And why has he 
committed so much wealth to professing Christians ? Unquestionably, 
that they may have it in their power to do much for him, and his cause 
in the world. There is wealth enough in the Church to furnish ample 
funds; and the Board are persuaded, if the men can be found, and 
brought into the field, the necessary funds would be furnished; and 
they would simply remind the churches, that their operations during 
the present year will be greatly extended, and that to carry forward 
successfully these operations, will require that the churches act in this 
matter, systematically, and promptly. 
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We mention one thing more, as not only important, but essential to 
this great work — much of the spirit of prayer. It is the Lord's work, 
and however wisely laid may be our plans, or however ample may be 
our resources, both of men and money, success depends entirely on a 
Divine influence. Here is our great, our only reliance. We rest our 
hope of doing good entirely on the blessing of God, secured to the 
cause, in answer to the prayers of the Church. The Lord of the har- 
vest must be importuned, that suitable men and means may be furnished, 
and a divine blessing attend the efforts of your Board, and the labours 
of your Missionaries. This we especially ask of the churches, to be 
much engaged in prayer for this good cause. 

We state some reasons, why we think the Church is called upon, 
without longer delay, to rise in her strength, and bring all her resources 
and energies to bear on this great cause. 

The feeble, desolate condition of hundreds of our own churches de- 
mand it 

The great extent of our destitutions, the millions of our own citizens, 
living, and dying without gospel ordinances, imperatively require it 
of us. 

The untiring efforts made by infidels, and errorists of every name 
and grade, to delude, and destroy men's souls, call us to this work. 

The alarming increase of popery in our country, and the unwearied 
efforts made, both in our own land, and in foreign lands, to secure for 
the Man of Sin, a firm footing in these States, demand of us, to call into 
requisition all our resources for the spread of the pure Gospel. 

And above all, our obligation to our Master in heaven, to his cause 
on earth, and to perishing souls, imperatively demand of us to embark 
with our whole strength, in this great and good work. 

As patriots and good citizens, as philanthropists, and especially as 
Christians, who have been peculiarly favoured of our God and Saviour, 
we are called upon, and the Church with which we are connected is 
called upon, to engage with new vigour in this blessed work ; and now 
is the time, the favourable moment, in which to work. Let all then, 
each in his place, exert every energy, to give the ministry, God's 
appointed ordinance for the salvation of men, to the whole of our popu- 
lation. Let us urge onward this work, until every Church has an able 
and faithful pastor, whose whole time, and energies are devoted to its 
interests ; until Churches are formed in every destitute neighbourhood, 
and supplied with pastors ; until our*' whole land is blessed with a gos- 
gel influence : And let not the Churches rest, until the gospel, in its 
purity, " is preached to every creature." 



96 BOARD OF MISSIONS. 

The Board have only to add, that the term of service of the following 
members expires during the Sessions of this Assembly. 

Ministers. — Ashbel Green, D. D. LL. D.; Arch. Alexander, D. D. ; 
Gardiner Spring, D. D. ; W. B. Sprague, p. D. ; S. N. Rowan, D.D. ; 
W. W. Philips, D. D. ; W. D. Snodgrass, D.D. ; R. McCartee, D.D.; 
Mark Tucker, D. D, ; Eli S. Hunter, D. D. ; John Pnmdfit ; Henry R. 
Weed; William Chester; George S. Boardman; James R.'Boyd; 
Alexander M. Cowan; William Wisner; Henry D wight; B.Foster 
Pratt ; Alfred E. Campbell ; Ansell D. Eddy ; Joseph Penny, D. D. ; 
Sylvester Eaton ; Elias W. Crane ; John Johnson ; Daniel L. Carroll ; 
John F. Clark. 

Laymen. — Robert Ralston, Robert Smith, Ananias Piatt, Nathaniel 
Davis, Elias Parmele, John Fine, Daniel Randall, Walter King, Abra- 
ham Varick, Richard Steele, Ashley Sampson, Moses Allen, George 
Douglass. 

WILLIAM A. M'DOWELL, Cor. Sec'y. 
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APPENDIX. 



REPORT 

Of the Domestic Missionary Society of East Hanover Presbytery », Auxiliary 

to the Board of Missions, 

In making their Third Annual Report, the Directors of the Domestic Mis- 
sionary Society of East Hanover Presbytery feel that they are called upon to 
express gratitude to God for his great mercy in sparing their lives, and the 
lives of all their Missionaries, and in giving them any evidence that he has 
not utterly and forever forsaken the desolations in the midst of which we 
live and labour. During the year, there have been in commission under the 
direction of this Society, for different periods, eight Missionaries, viz. 

Rev. John T. Hendrick, for 9 months in the counties of Goochland and 
Hanover. \ 

Rev. J. E. Curtis, in Powhatan county, 9 months. 

Rev. John A. Getter, for 12 months at Genito and Manakin town in Pow- 
hatan county. 

Rev. A. S. Smith, for 7 months in Southampton. 

Rev. J. B. Spottswood, for 6 months in Sussex. 

Rev. David Gilmer, for 2 months in Middlesex and parts adjacent 

Rev. John S. Watt, for 2 months in New Kent and King William. 

Rev. Alexander Mebane, for 12 months at Rocketts, and neighbourhood 
below. 

Of these, three have ceased to hold any connexion with us, viz. Mr. Hen- 
drick, who has removed to Kentucky — Mr. Smith, who for reasons satisfactory 
to himself and the committee, has quit his field of labour, and Mr. Gilmer who 
has returned to New Jersey. 

A few extracts from several of the reports are here given: 

Mr. Hendrick says : "Our congregations are generally large, well behaved, 
and attentive ; and of late, several have manifested deep concern for their 
souls' salvation ; but the coloured congregations every Sabbath afternoon, are 
decidedly the most interesting, attentive, and thankful for the instruction 
given them. When I commenced preaching here, they seldom attended 
meeting, or were noticed at all by ministers; now they rarely miss a meeting. 
They receive special attention, and give pleasing indications of change of 
character, and regard to the Sabbath day. Their masters are so much de- 
lighted with the plan of instruction, that they not only permit, but urge them 
to attend, and frequently come with them, and say they enjoy these meetings 
themselves. 

" We have had two protracted meetings of an interesting and refreshing 
character to ministers and Christians, and alarming to the unconverted, some 
of whom seemed deeply affected. 

" Our Bible classes have been the means of disseminating much truth, 
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and are doing at well as could be expected, one is quite interesting and en- 
couraging. 

** Our Sabbath Schools have been more regularly attended during the pre- 
sent year, than formerly; and the interest to teachers and scholars is in- 
creasing, though there is great need of more piety and zeal, to make them 
efficient, to accomplish the work needed in their vicinities, as numbers of 
the children here are without any education whatever, except that which is 
obtained in Sabbath schools. 

* 4 Something has been done in the circulation of the bound volumes of the 
Trctct Society, I have visited 150 families in Goochland, and sold 480 vols., 
and given away about 20 vols. — Other persons have been actively engaged 
in this work in Hanover, and there is now before the minds of the people a 
great amount of religious truth — which, I trust, God will bless to their 
salvation. 

Our Temperance operations have been systematic, extensive and encour- 
aging. The county of Hanover was laid off into 10 districts and a meeting 
appointed successively in each — I spent eleven days in going over the 
county— formed or re-organized 10 societies, averaging nearly 100 members 
each, making about 1000 members — among whom are many of the magis- 
trates of the county and several ministers. A number of grocers and tavern- 
keepers have ceased to sell ardent spirit, and many planters now gather in 
their harvests without using a drop. 

An effort has been made to erect a house of worship in Hanover — a very 
suitable piece of ground has been obtained ; and nearly enough money raised 
to build the house. It is very desirable that this effort should succeed, as 
there are several individuals who are ready to join the Presbyterian church, 
and are waiting for the formation of one convenient to them, with which 
they may connect themselves. 

Mr. Curtis says, " Since the first of April last my labours have been inter- 
rupted by sickness, absence at Presbytery, Synod, &c. about two months. 
During the remaining seven months, I have travelled about 1300 miles, made 
about 100 family visits and calls, and attended about 100 meetings for preach- 
ing, prayer and other religious purposes. My appointments for the Sabbath 
have been better attended the present, than any preceding year that I have 
laboured in the county ; and the congregations have generally been serious 
and attentive. About once in two weeks, during the summer, I preached to 
' the coloured people on Sabbath afternoons. They attended well, and I trust 

j my labours among them have been blessed to the conversion of souls. Five 

or six, during the season, indulged the hope of passing from death to life, and 
; have joined or are expecting to join the Baptist Church. The abolition ex- 

! citement has been a very serious disadvantage to their spiritual interests — 

> indeed it has had a very injurious effect upon the interests of religion gene- 

| rally. A spirit of emigration has also had a powerful effect in unsettling the 

J minds of the people. A great number of families have left the upper part of this 

county within a few months past, and other families are making preparations 
to remove during the next year. From 300 to 400 bound volumes of the Tract 
Society, have been distributed in the last six months, from which we may hope 
good effects will be produced. They have been very readily received, and 
generally paid for. In the distribution of these volumes, attention also has 
been paid to the re-supply of the Bible. But very few families have yet been 
found destitute of the sacred volume. A few years ago the county was very 
faithfully supplied. 
Mr. Spotswood says, " Daring the past year, we have erected in the neigh- 
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bourhood of the Court House a large and comfortable house of worship, which 
was dedicated in the month of September last 

" A few days before the date of my commission, three individuals were 
added to the church, and since that time three others have been received. 
The whole number of members is 40, among them are men of influence and 
of excellent spirit I have in active operation two Bible classes which recite 
alternately every Sabbath in the presence of the congregation before the hour 
of public worship. This exercise is regarded by us of the highest importance, 
as it enables the whole congregation to hear a portion of the Scriptures ex- 
plained and commented on in a plain and familiar manner. 

" Our Sabbath Schools were unusually flourishing until the commencement 
of the winter, when it was deemed expedient to suspend them. They will, 1 
trust, be re-commenced in the spring with renewed vigour. 

" The Temperance cause is evidently gaining ground, and doing much 
good in this county." 

Mr. Mebane reports, " that within the last twelve months, a Presbyterian 
church has been regularly organized at Rocketts, consisting of 33 members, 
with 4 Elders; 4 of these members were received on certificate, the remain- 
der on examination, — the church has been received under the care of East 
Hanover Presbytery. A very comfortable house of worship has been erected 
at Rocketts, and recently dedicated to the service of Almighty God. It will 
seat about 300 persons, and when entirely finished will have cost about 
$1500. There are now in and about Rocketts many families, who, eighteen 
months ago, were rarely if ever known to attend public worship, but are now 
regular hearers of the Gospel, and are bringing up Christian families. My 
average number of hearers is about two hundred, perhaps the number on 
Sabbath afternoons is more, as that time is devoted chiefly to the religious 
instruction of the coloured people. These meetings I have enjoyed much, and 
have reason to believe that they have been profitable to some. The Seamen 
also occupy an interesting portion of my field of labour, and good has been 
done among them. Several have professed conversion, some of whom have 
united with our Church. The American Bible Society having sent me a box 
of Bibles and Testaments, I have been enabled to circulate somewhat ex- 
tensively, the word of salvation among them. The Sailors have been greatly 
benefitted by our efforts to promote the temperance cause. One Sailor, who 
is now a master of a vessel, and a consistent member of our Church, had not 
been in a place of worship for twelve years before he joined the Temperance 
Society. 

" I cannot omit saying, that our Sabbath School is doing great good. As 
it was the beginning of our Church, so it seems likely to prove very efficient 
in building it up. The state of things at this time at Rocketts is encouraging. 
Some have recently prpfessed conversion, and others manifest great anxiety 
about their eternal welfare." 

Besides the information presented by the foregoing extracts, the managers 
report that as the results of operations during the year, Jive feeble churches 
have been aided, who could not, without such assistance have maintained gos- 
pel ordinances, and three important missionary fields have been occupied. 
The amount of service rendered has been equal to five years and two months 
of ministerial labour. There are now in commission five brethren, most of 
whom meet with good encouragement in their labours. The managers would 
gladly commission twice that number, could they but secure the services of 
suitable men. 

The Treasurer's report herewith submitted shows the receipts of the So- 
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ciety during* the year, (including a balance on hand at the last annual meeting 
of $275 62,) to have been $1274 85, and the expenditures $954 24, leaving a 
balance in the hands of the Treasurer of $320 61. 

The connexion formed between this Society and the General Assembly's 
■ Board of Missions, has operated throughout the year very pleasantly and use- 
fully to both parties. The General Agent, the Rev. James M. Brown, is now 
in our bounds, visiting the Churches, and presenting the subject of Domestic 
Missions, and collecting funds. — Through his instrumentality an amount is 
expected to be raised sufficient to employ all the suitable missionaries that can 
be procured. 

The discouragements and hindrances which have pressed so hard upon all 
ministers throughout the South during the last year, have been felt by those 
labouring' in connexion with this Society. They trust a gracious Providence 
will ere long remove these obstructions to the spread of the truth, and com- 
mand the light to shine. That this may be the case, your Board feel it a duty 
to call upon their fellow members to unite with them in unceasing prayer for 
two great objects. The first, that the Head of the Church would raise up a 
great company of faithful labourers to gather in the ripening harvest; and the 
second, that He would in mercy bless the labours of those who preach the 
truth, causing his word to "run very swiftly, to have free course and be 
glorified. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL REEVE, c. s. c. m. 



REPORT 

Of the Committee of Missions of Winchester Presbytery, Auxiliary to the 

Board of Missions. 

The Committee of Missions, of Winchester Presbytery, in making this 
Report, for the year intervening the meeting of Presbytery, in April 1835 and 
the meeting in April 1836, have some things to state, which they hope, will 
be found interesting to the Churches. We know that the novelty of Domes- 
tic Missionary enterprises is gone, and with it the almost magic effects of zea- 
lous Christian enterprise, that were called into being by the first pleadings 
for the destitute in our land. We must now appeal to the deep irradicable 
principle of the love of God, as it may be found in the bosom of the Church; 
and hope to move it into action by sober facts of a truly evangelical cast ; and 
guide it by solemn truth, whose influence is unfelt, where conscience is not 
moved by the love of God and his Son Jesus Christ. We have things to state 
that ought to reprove the Church, that she has so slept over this matter ; and 
things that should encourage her in her trust in God, that He is more ready 
to bless than we are to co-operate with His movings, or even receive from 
His hands. 

During the year that has passed, the Committee have had in their employ, 
acting under the commissions of the General Assembly's Board, five mis- 
sionaries, who have acted as stated supplies ; some for a part, and some for 
a whole year. 

1st. Rev. Alexander W. Campbell, has been labouring in Loudon county ; 
his principal sphere of operation has been Lovettsville and vicinity. He 
was in commission at the time of the las^ report ; his commission having ex- 
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The Treasury of the Presbytery has been overdrawn about $200 ; and 
about $150 will be necessary to meet the demands which will accrue pre- 
vious to the fall meeting of Presbytery. To meet these demands, the contri- 
tributions of the churches and individual donations are our resort, under the 
blessing of the Head of the Church. 

Seven additional pastors and stated supplies are now called for in the bounds 
of this Presbytery. Where is our help to come from 1 Is Zion to be pros- 
trated? We must have seven more labourers, this summer, or our Churches 
must languish for want of pastors. 

It appears that our missionaries have been laborious and faithful in public 
ministrations, both on Sabbaths and on week days ; have been engaged in 
prayer meetings and Sabbath schools ; have been promoters of the temperance 
cause; and for their various and multiplied services, have deserved well of 
the churches and their brethren. Some of them have made special efforts in 
favour of the education of youth, without detracting from their services as 
stated supplies. For this they deserve special commendations. The gospel 
is always the harbinger of improvement; and every minister of Jesus Christ 
is bound to see that proper efforts are made for the instruction of the children 
and youth in the sphere of his operations . 

While the unhappy effects of emigration, whether from necessity or from 
motives of speculation, are felt in a paralyzing influence in all our borders, 

greater efforts must be made by our Churches for self-preservation, and for the 
onour of those feeble Churches which, without the sympathies and help of 
their brethren, must languish and die. * 

WM. HENRY FOOTE, Chairman 

Comm. of Miss, Winchester Presbytery. 



LIST OF PRESBYTERIES AUXILIARY TO THE BOARD OF MISSIONS. 



Alleghany, Pa. 
Albany, N. Y. 
Amito, Miss. 
Abingdon, Va. 
Angelica, N. Y. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Beaver, Pa. 
Bedford, N. Y. 
Bethel, S.C. 
Blairsville, Pa. 
Carlisle, Pa. 
Champlain, N. Y. 
Chilicothe, Ohio. 
Charleston Union, S. C. 
Columbus, Ohio. 
Concord, N. C. 
Crawfordville, Ind. 
District of Columbia, D. C. 
East Hanover, Va. 
Elizabethtown, N. J. 
Erie, Pa. 

Fayetteville, N. C. 
Genesee, N. Y. 
Hartford, Ohio. 
Harmony, S. C. 



Holstein, Tenn. 
Hopewell, Geo. 
Hudson, N. Y. 
Huntingdon, Pa. 
Illinois, 111. 
Indianopolis, Ind. 
Kaskaskia, 111. 
Lancaster, Ohio. 
Lexington, Va. 
Lewes, Del. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Mississippi, Miss. 
Muhlen burgh, Ky. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
New York 1st, N. Y. 
New York 2d, N. Y. 
Newton, N. J. 
New Castle, Del. 
New Brunswick, N, J. 
Niagara, N. Y. 
Northumberland, Pa. 
Ohio, Pa. 
Ontario, N. Y. 
Orange, N. C. 
Oxford, Ohio, 



Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rochester, N. Y. 
Roanoke, N. C. 
Richland, Ohio. 
Redstone, Ohio. 
Shiloh, Tenn. 
South Alabama, Alab. 
SlcubenvilJc, Ohio. 
South Carolina, S. C. 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Susquehanna, Pa. 
Troy, N. Y. 
Transylvania, Ky. 
Tombigbee, Miss. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Vincennes, Ind. 
Wabash, Ind. 
Washington, Pa. 
Western District, Tenn. 
West Hanover, Va. 
West Lexington, Ky. 
West Tennessee, Tenn. 
Winchester, Va. 
Wooster, Ohio.— Total 74. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES OF PRESBYTERIES. 

Albany, N. Y.— Rev. John N. Campbell, D. D. Chairman, Albany, N. Y. 

Alleghany, Pa. — Rev. John Coulter, Secretary, Butler, Penn. 

Bedford, N. Y. — Rev. Jacob Green and Rev. J. Saunders, Bedford, N. Y. 

Concord, N. C. — Rev. P. J. Sparrow, Secretary, Salisbury, N. C. 

Columbus, O. — Rev. James Hoge, D. D. Chairman. Columbus, Ohio. 

Elizabethtown, N. J. — Rev. D. Magie, Chairman, Elizabeth town, N. J. 

Erie, Pa. — Rev. J. Eaton, Secretary, Erie, Penn. 

Genesee, N. Y. — Rev. Norris Bull, Chairman, Rev. H. Wallis, Clerk. 

Huntingdon, Pa. — Rev. James S. Woods, Lewistown, Penh. 

Kaskaskia, 111. — Rev. W. K. Stewart, Rev. B. F. Spilman, and Col. Joseph McClung, 

Vandalia, 111. 

Lexington, Va. — Rev. John A. Steele, Secretary, Staunton, Va. 

Lancaster, Ohio. — Rev. James Culbertson, Secretary, Zanesville, Ohio. 

Muhlenburgh, Ky. — Rev. J. J. Pierce and Rev. Hugh Patten, Elkton, Kentucky. 

Mississippi, Miss. — 

Niagara, N. Y. — Rev. Ebenezer Mead, Chairman, Knowlesville, N. Y. 

Newton, N. J. — Rev. Isaac N. Candee, "Secretary, Belvidere, N. J. 

Oxford, Ohio. — Rev. A. B. Gilleland, Secretary, Millville, Ohio. 

Ohio, Pa. — Rev. F. Herron, D. D. Chairman, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Orange, N. C. — Rev. S. L. Graham, D. D., Chairman, Rev. Alexander Wilson, Se- 
cretary, Oak Hill, N. C, and Rev. Michael Osborne, Treasurer, 
Raleigh, N. C. 

Richland, Ohio. — Rev. John McKinney, Secretary, Fredericktown, Ohio. 

Susquehanna, Pa. — Rev. John Dorrance, Chairman, Wilkesbarre, Penn. 

Steubenville, Ohio. — Rev. C C. Beatty, Secretary, Steuben vllle, Ohio. 

Transylvania, Ky. — Rev. John C. Young, Chairman, Danville, Ky. 

Vincennes, Ind. — Rev. Isaac Reed, Chairman, Bloomington, Ind. 

Winchester, Va. — Rev. Wm. H. Foote, Chairman, Romney, Va. 

West Hanover, Va.— Rev. J. D Mithchell, Secretary, Lynchburg, Va. 

West Lexington, Ky. — Rev. Samuel V. Marshall, Secretary, Lexington, Ky. 

Washington, Pa. — 

Wooster, Ohio.— Rev. Archibald Hanna, Chairman, Wooster, Ohio. 



SPECIAL CORRESPONDING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES. 



Ministers. 

Rev. Gardiner Spring, D. D. 
W.W. Phillips, D.D. 
Joseph McElroy, D. D. 
Ichabod Spencer, 
John M. Krebs, 
George Potts. 



Robert J. Breckinridge, 
George W. Musgrave, 
James G. Hamner, 
John C. Backus. 



AT NEW YORK. 

Laymen, 
Moses Allen, 
Hugh Auchincloss, 
James Lenox, 
Samuel Boyd, 
William Wallace, 
Robert Stewart 

AT BALTIMORE. 

George Morris, 
Robert Carson, 
R. L.Co)t. 
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Ministers. 

Rev. Francis Hereon, D. D. 
Lather Halsey. D. D. 
Joseph W. Blythe, 
Alan D. Campbell, 
D. H. Riddle, 
A. O. Patterson. 



AT PITTSBURGH. 

Laymen. 

J.Wright, 
Samuel Thompson, 
J. Gladden, 
Harmar Denny, 
J. Hannen, 
J. Laurenz. 



AT CINCINNATI, OHIO. 

Rev. Joshua L. Wilson, D.D., Chairman. 
William Schillinger, Recording Secretary. 
Henry B. Funk, Treasurer. 

Ludwell G. Gaines, James Johnson, 

James Mclntyre, John Mahard, jr. 

John Baker, G. C. Miller, 

Nathan Baker. John F. Keys. 

AT LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY. 

Wm. L. Breckinridge, William Hewlett, 

Archibald Cameron, William W. Laws, 

William Scott, James Pomeroy, 

James Hawthorn, Abijah Bayless. 
SflF»^«^ Harbison. 



LIST OF CHURCHES AUXILIARY TO THE BOARD OF MISSIONS. 



Albany, 1st. 

2d. 

3d. 
Alden. 
Allen. 
Bath. 
Brockport 
Bethany Centre. 
Caledonia. 
Cambria. 
Castile. 
Cambridge. 
Constable. 
Cayuga Creek. 
Danville. 
Dry den. 
East Bethany. 
Greenbush. 



Amwell, 1st. 

Do. 2d. 

Do. 1st United. 
Alexandria 
Bethlehem. 
Bridgeton. 



New York. — Churches of 

Gaines. 
Hudson. 
Jamaica, L. I. 
Johnstown. 
Lansingburgh. 
Le Roy. 
Lyme. 
Lockport, 1st ch. 

Da 2d ch. 
Lakeville. 

Mendon, Monroe co. 
Mount Morris, 1st ch. 
Do. 2dch. 

Marathon. 
Naples. 
New York city, 1st ch. 

Do. Canal street, ch. 

Do. Brick ch. 



N. York city,Rutger st ch. 

PeekskilL 

Pavillion, 

Pembroke. 

Schenectady. 

Scott 

Sparta. 

Troy, 1st ch. 

Do. 2d ch. 

Do. Second st ch. 
Virgil. 
Warsaw. 
Wilson. 
White Plains. 
White Hall. 
West Bloomfield. 
York, Livingston co. 



^Jew Jersey, — Churches of 



Backwoodtown. 
Cape May. 
Cranberry. 
Deerfield. 
Dutch Neck. 
Freehold, 1st 



Freehold, Upper. 

Fairfield. 

Greenwich. 

Harmony. 

Hardwick. 

Hunterdon. 
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Kingston. 

Lambertaville. 

Lawrenceville. 

Lamington. 

Miilville. 

Mansfield. 



Newark, 3d. 

Oxford. 

Pittsgrove. 

Princeton. 

Pennington. 

Stillwater. 



Salem. 
Trenton, 1st 
]j>o. city. 
Woodbury. 
Warren. 



Charlestown. 
Great Valley. 
Philadelphia, 3d. 

Abingdon. 
Doylestown. 
Frankford- 
Germantown. 



Charlestown. 
Ghancefbrd. 
Chnrchville. 
Centre. < 
Columbia. 
Donegal 
Doe Run. 
Fagg's Manor. 

Hanover. 
Marsh Creek. 
Chambersburgh. 
Upper Path Valley. 
Lower Path Valley. 
Middle Spring. 
Shippensburgh. 
Pazton. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

Presbytery of Philadelphia. — Churches of 

Philadelphia, 4th. Philadelphia, 8th. 



Williamsburgh. 
Bellefonte. 
Lick Ron. 
Lewistown. 
Wayne. • 
Sinking Valley. 
Spencer Creek. 
Huntingdon. 

• 

Warrior Run. 
Chilisquaque. 
Derry. 
Milton. 
Pine Creek. 



Slate Lick. 
Union. 



Do. 
Do. 



6th. 
7th. 



Do. 10th. 



Second Presbytery, — Churches of 

Kensington. Philadelphia, 2d. 

Neshamony. Philadelphia, Central. 
Newtown. Do. 9th. 

Norristown. Do. 1st Penntownship. 

Presbytery of New Castle.— Churches of 

Head of Christiana. Leacock. 

Forks of Brandy wine. Slate Ridge. 

Lower West Nottingham. Marietta. 

Lower Brandy wine. Red Clay Creek. 

New London. Union. 

Rock. Wrightsville. 

Upper Octorara, Pequa. 

Middle Octorara. White Clay Creek. 

Presbytery of Carlisle. — Churches of 

Derry. Dickinson. 

Green Castle. Big Spring. 

Rocky Spring. Mercersburgh. 

Fayetteville. Gettysburgh. 

Williamsport Great Conewago. 

Silver Spring. Hagerstown. 

Carlisle, 2d. Bedford. 



Presbytery of Huntingdon.— 

West Kishacoquillas. 
Little Valley. 
Millerstown. 
Liverpool. 
Alexandria. 
Hart's Log. 
Shaver's Creek. 
East Kishacoquillas. 

Presbytery of Northumberland.' 

Newberry. 
Northumberland. 
Sunbury. 
Danville. 



Churches of 

Sinking Spring. 
Spring Creek. 
Lower Tuscarora. 
Middle Tuscarora. 
Mifflintown. 
Frankstown. 
Lost Creek. 



— Churches of 

Great Island 
Williamsport 
Lewisburgh. 
Pennsborough. 



Presbytery of Alleghany.— Churches of 

Plain Grove. Concord. 

Center. Muddy Creek. 
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Cross Greek. 


Middlesex. 


Rockland. 


Butler. 


Freeport 


Beaulah. 


Eight Tracts. 


Terentown. 


Bethel 


Nebo. 


Richland. 






Presbytery of Erie, — ( 


Uhurches of 


Mercer. 


Gravel Run. 


North East 


Fairview. 


Harmonsburgh. 


Harbour Creek. 


Fairfield. 


Evansburgh. 


Waterford. 


Georgetown, 


North Bank. 


Meadville. 


Cool Spring. 


Erie. 


Beaverdam. 


Franklin. 


Springfield. 


Big Coneautt 


Big Sugar Creek. 


Mill Creek. 






Presbytery of Beaver. — 


•Churches of 


Neshanock, 


Long Run. 


Hopewell. 


New Lisbon. 


New Salem. 


Poland. 


New Castle. 


Beaver Town. 


Mount Pleasant 


Slippery Rock. 


Pleasant Valley. 


Yellow Creek. 


Bethesda. 


Middle Beaver. 


East Liberty. 


Westfield. 


Canfield. 


Little Beaver. 


Youngstown. 








Presbytery of Redstone.- 


—Churches of 


Laurel Hill. 


New Providence. 


Unity. 


Tyrone. 


Mount Pleasant. 


Union Town. 


Brownsville. 


Sawickly. 


Connellsville. 


Dunlap's Creek. 


Long Run. 


Morgantown. 


George's Creek. 


M'Keesport. 


Rehoboth. 


Union Ch. or Tent, 


Greensburgh. 


Round Hill. 


Jefferson. 








Presbytery of Washington 


. — Churches of 


Mill Creek. 


Wheeling. 


Lower Buffaloe. 


Upper Buffalo©. 


Claysville. 


Pigeon Creek. 


Cross Roads. 


Cross Creek. 


Three Springs. 


Lower Ten Mile. 


Three Ridges. 


Flatts. 


Washington. 


Mount Prospect 


East Buffaloe. 


Forks of Wheeling. 


West Liberty. 






Presbytery of Ohio*— Churches of 


Mingo. 


Racoon. 


Montieurs, 


Wilhamsport. 


Labanon. 


Sharon. 


Pittsburgh, 1st. 


Pine Creek. 


Hopewell. 


Do. 2d. 


Chartiers. 


East Liberty. 


Do. N. L. 1st 


Bethany. 


Lawrenceville. 


Alleghany. 


Alleghanytown, 1st. 


Concord. 


Cannonsburgh. 


Miller's Run. 


Bethel. 


Highlands. 


Center. 


Bayardstown. 




Presbytery of Blairsville.- 


"Churches of 


Murrysville. 


Blairsville. 


Congruity. 


Beulah. 


Fairfield. 


Lower Plum Creek. 


Bethel. 


Ligonier. 


Saltsburgh. 


Ebenezer. 


Donegal. 


Plum Creek. 


Indiana. 


Washington. 


Kittanning. 


Salem. 








Delaware. — Churches of 


Christiana. 


New Castle. 


Pencader. 
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Baltimore, 1st. 
I>o. , 2d. 
Do. 3d. 



Augusta. 
Beersheba. 
Bethel. 
Bethesda. 
Fairfield. 
Falling Spring. 
Fin Castle, 
Hebron. 
High Bridge. 

Ash Pole. 

Alemance, 

Averasborough. 

Bethlehem. 

Bethel, 

Buffaloe. 

Bethesda. 

Bluff. 

Bethel. 

Back Creek. 

Bethany. 

Centre. 

Concord. 

Cross Roads. 

Carmel. 

Beach Island. 

Columbia. 

Camden. 



Courtland. 
Florence. 



Annapolis. 
Apple Creek. 
Beach Spring. 
Bloomfield. 
Bucyrus. 
Buck's Creek. 
Bellefontaine. 
Bellebrook. 
Bloomingbargh. 
Bath. 

Brookfield. 
Bethesda. 
Cincinatti, 1st. 
Bo. 5th. 



Maryland. — Churches of 

Frederick. Taneytown. 

Hagerstown. Wicomico. 

Princess Ann. 

Virginia. — Churches of 
Ken haw a. 
Lexingtoon. 
Lower Baffaloe. 
Monmouth. 
Mossy Creek. 
New Monmouth. 
New Providence. 
Oxford. 
Petersburgh. 

North Carolina.- 



Staunton. 
Sussex, C. H. 
Salem. 
The Flattfl. 
Timber Ridge. 
Tinkling Spring. 
Three Springs. 
Union Ch. in Augusta. 
Waynesborough. 



Cyprus. 

Danville. 

Euphronia. 

Eno. 

Greensborough. 

Grier. 

Gallatia. 

Hillsborough. 

Hawfield. 

Harmony. 

Laurel Hill. 

Little Pedee. 

Lumber Bridge. 

Long Street. 

Milton. 

South Carolina- 

Charleston, 2d. 

Do. 3d. 

Jackson Creek. 



-Churches of 

Mineral Spring. 
M'Gill's. 
Nutbush. 
Oxford. 
Philadelphia. 
Philadelphus. 
Raleigh. 
Rockey River. 
St. Paul's. 
Steel Creek. 
South River. 
Tirza. 
Thyatira. 
Union. 
* Wilmington. 

Churches of 

Red Bluff. 
Zion. 



Georgia — Church of St. Mary's. 

Alabama — Churches of 

New Providence. St. Marks. 

Pulaski. Tuscumbia. 

Louisiana — 2d Church, New Orleans. 

Ohio— Churches of 



Cadiz. 

Concord. 

Cambridge. 

Crab Apple. 

Center. 

Congress. 

Coshocton. 

Chippewa. 

Clear Creek. 

Dayton. 

Dick's Creek. 

Dry Run. 

Eaton, Preble Co. 

Franklin. 



Fairfield. 

Fairview. 

Frederick. 

Freeport. 

Grassy Run. 

Hillsboro'. 

Hubbard. 

Hopewell. 

Irville. 

Jeromeville. 

Keene. 

Lebanon. 

Lancaster. 

Lower Springfield. 
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pired, it was renewed for a year from December 1st, 1836. The aid promised 
is $100. The scene of his labours is increasingly interesting, as will appear 
from extracts from his Annual Report which will be hereafter submitted. 
We believe the Lord chose his station, and is blessing him in his labours. 

2d. Rev. James W. Phillips is labouring in the counties of Stafford and 
Fauquier. He was in commission at the time of the last report ; and his 
commission having expired was renewed again from the 1st of December, 
1835, for a year ; the aid promised is $150. The Church to which he minis- 
ters is in circumstances calculated to excite our sympathies and benevolence, 
while it is struggling for existence, without suitable plans for worship, and in 
that state of activity and weakness, that by attention, it may flourish, and by- 
desertion, it may die. Mr. Phillips has been laborious and useful. We trust 
he is in the place designed for him by the Great Head of the Church. Ex- 
tracts from his report will be read. 

3d. Mr. Gary Hickman was in commission at the time of the last 
report, and labouring in Middleburg and Salem, and their vicinities. His 
commission having expired with the year 1835, he declined a renewal, and 
has left the scene of his labours. Extracts from his annual report will be 
read. He is not now in connexion with the Committee, or the Assembly's 
Board of Missions. 

4 th. Rev. Lewis L. Wilscn has been employed for a year in Strasburg and 
Woodstock, Shenandoah county ; his commission bearing date Oct 16th, 1835. 
The aid promised is $100. The committee have no special communications 
respecting the situation of the Churches under his care. 

5th. Mr. Joshua Butts received a commission to labour in the bounds of 
Winchester Presbytery, bearing date November 12th, 1835 ; both the amount 
of aid and place of labour were left blank to be filled by the committee of this 
Presbytery, by special arrangement between your committee and the Sec- 
retary of the Assembly's Board. After labouring till the last of December, in 
Warrenton, under the direction of the committee, Mr. Butts gave up his com- 
mission ; the congregation in this place becoming responsible for his sup- 
port, from the commencement of 1836, and the Committee liquidating his 
missionary claims up to that period. This arrangement was thought prefera- 
ble to his remaining as a missionary, and receiving a portion of his support 
for the year from the Board. 

Until the latter part of the year past, the Committee have confined their 
assistance promised and rendered, to the limit of $100, to a missionary. At 
this time, they found it advisable to increase the aid promised, in one instance, 
to $150. The Committee are satisfied, that is the ultimatum that will be 
necessary until the number of missionaries in our bounds shall far exceed 
what we are likely soon to obtain. And it has not been the design of the 
committee to exceed the limit of $100 to a missionary, unless it were evident 
that the situations of the Church or Churches, to whom the aid should be 
given, should imperiously demand it To such a demand, they have, they 
trust, been always tenderly alive. 

During the year past, the Committee have found the advantage of being in 
connexion with the General Assembly's Board of Missions. Until the past 
winter the Committee had succeeded in meeting the demands of the mission- 
aries by resources within the bounds of Presbytery. They wished to con- 
tinue thus to meet them ; and also to enlarge the Missionary operations. But 
during the winter past they were brought to the necessity of either borrow- 
ing money on interest, or drawing on the Assembly's Board, beyond the 
resources of the Treasurer of this Presbytery to meet 

The Assembly's Board answered our calls with the greatest promptness 



' 
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and kindness ; axid. we have drawn upon them for about $200 — for the defi- 
ciency in the contributions of our Churches last year and the preceding. 

The Assembly's Board also assisted us in procuring the services of a valua* 
ble missionary. It is the design and hope of the Committee that the contri- 
\ro\ions from out Churches, will not only sustain the present missionaries, 

but throw into the funds of the church general the amount we have drawn 

oat. 

\\.\b a matter of confident hope, that* the Churches of this Presbytery will 

not consider it as a burden to sustain five or six missionaries and stated sup* 

plies on the present economical plan. If in the kind providence of God, as 

mhxvj missionaries could be obtained, as the necessities of our bounds require, 

the labour of sustaining them might be beyoud the ability of our Churches. 

Then with greater cheerfulness would we call for help from abroad. 

TYife arrangements entered into with the Assembly's Board, during the past 
year are such, that the business of missions, in the bounds of this Presbytery, 
can be always open to the inspection of Presbytery, and yet be carried on in 
harmony with the proceedings of the Assembly s Board. It is understood 
that, not only, shall applications for aid, and for missionaries, be sanctioned by 
the Committee of Presbytery; but also, that all commissions shall pass, 
through their hands, to the missionaries. They have also requested of the 
missionaries to send to the chairman of the committee, either a copy of the 
vumal report, or the annual report itself; the missionaries making the 
quarterly reports directly to the Assembly's Board. The missionaries have 
also been requested to make to the Committee any communication that may 
\>e deemed interesting, in order that they may be laid before Presbytery or the 
public at large. The Committee of this Presbytery can, at all times, be in 
possession of all necessary facts^to lay before Presbytery the state of the mis- 
sionary concerns. It is confidently believed, that harmony of action will be 
preserved with the Assembly's Board ; and yet that degree of independence 
so necessary to satisfy the wishes of our brethren and churches, be main- 
tained inviolable. % 

The Committee have also gone on the principle of neither asking or 
receiving a commission, on other grounds than those involving engagements 
for services for the space of a year or more. They have done this from the 
belief that more permanent good, on a more enlarged scale could not be accom- 
plished by shorter terms of engagement ; but on the contrary, there would be 
a waste of time and funds, and an unhappy distraction of the attention of our 
churches and congregations. 

In our present arrangements there appears no cause of jealously or fear on 
our part, from any undue interference from abroad. Our only fear is from the 
effects that may be produced at home. There may be, perhaps is, too great 
p an inclination to resolve the labour and responsibility of the missionary con- 

i cerns upon the Assembly's Board and their Agents. Should cur connexion 

with that useful, energetic, and discreet Board, produce a feeling of apathy 
in our churches, or a disposition to depend on foreign aid, it would be matter 
of humiliation and lamentation. 

There is now in commission in the Presbytery, three missionaries ; each 
for one year from the date of their commissions. 

1st Rev. A. W. Campbell, from Dec. 1st, 1835, Lovettsville and surround- 
ing country; aid, $100, 

2d. Rev. James W. Phillips, Stafford and Fauquier counties, commission 
of same date, (Post Office, Yellow Chappel, Stafford county,) aid, $150. 

3d. {lev. Lewis F. Wilson, Woodstock and Strasburg, Shenandoah county 
from Oct 16th, 1835, aid, $100. 

6 
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recommended to each of the Presbyteries, disposed to become auxiliary to the 
Board, that they appoint annually, from their own hody, an Executive Com- 
mittee of Missions, which on its organization shall appoint a Chairman, 
Secretary, and Treasurer. 

It shall be the business of this committee, 

J.. To select, and recommend to the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Missions, missionary fields, and missionary labourers, and also to locate such 
missionaries as may be sent to them by the Board for special instruction. 

2. To receive applications for aid from feeble congregations, within the 
bounds of the Presbytery, and to recommend the same to the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Board of Missions, specifying in each case, the amount ,of aid, 
which they deem, indispensably necessary, to be afforded to the congregation. 

3. To devise and execute plans for. raising funds, or if there be an Agent 
of the Board within their limits, to co-operate with such Agents in collecting 
funds for the support of missions from the several congregations within their 
bounds; which funds, if desired, by the committee, shall be paid into the 
hands of their Treasurer, and be held subject to the orders of the Board, in 
such way as the committee may direct 

It will be readily perceived, by the friends of the Board, that much will 
depend on the efficiency of these committees of Presbyteries. The success 
of the Board in obtaining suitable missionaries for distant places, must depend 
essentially on the official information they are enabled to give to those who 
apply for commissions. Missionaries will generally be found reluctant to take 
commissions to fields of labour of which they can obtain but little information, 
as to their wants and prospects; and the information desired can be best fur- 
nished by the committees of Presbyteries. 

It is therefore a matter of very great importance, that these Corresponding 
Executive Committees be composed of active, efficient men, who feel inter- 
ested in the cause, and have opportunities for becoming acquainted with the 
state of the Churches, and the destitutions within their bounds. That the 
members be located in the immediate vicinity of each other ; that the number 
necessary for the transaction of business be small ; and that a due proportion 
of each committee be composed of active laymen. 

It may sometimes be found desirable to modify somewhat the plan here 
suggested, so as to suit the peculiar circumstances of Presbyteries. 

Where it is practicable, it may be found desirable for Synods to become 
auxiliary to the Board, and we would respectfully suggest a plan for this : — 
That the Synod constitute the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer of the 
several Presbyterial committees a Committee of Missions for the Synod, for 
the purpose of consulting annually as to the best mode of prosecuting the 
work of Domestic Missions within the bounds of the whole Synod. 



SESSIONS AUXILIARY SOCIETIES TO THE BOARD OF MISSIONS. 

It is believed, after much reflection, that Sessions may become the best 
Auxiliary Missionary Societies that can exist in the Presbyterian Church — 
that they are more happily adapted to this purpose than any other associations 
that can be devised, and may supersede the necessity of any other. Sessions 
are already formed, and must be continued as an essential part in the order 
and goverment of the Presbyterian Church ; and by tneir taking an agency 
in missionary affairs the Church will act directly by her own officers ; which 
is the most proper and desirable mode of action, in every thing in which the 
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Church is concerned. By Sessions assuming the form of Missionary Societies, 
all the trouble and ail the 'expense of forming other Missionary Associations 
will be saved ; and at the same time Missionary bodies will become more nu- 
merous ; and more extensively and generally influential, throughout the whole 
Presbyterian population, than they can ever be otherwise rendered. Mis- 
sionary operations will in this way be more intimately brought home, 
as they need to be, to every congregation and to every individual in it, as a 
concern of their own : and when the people see their own representatives, 
men of their own choice, and in whom they have confidence, managing and 
superintending this business, they will be likely to contribute more willingly, 
generally, and liberally, than they would otherwise do. If in some places it 
should be considered necessary or expedient, that an individual, or two, 
without becoming regular members of Sessions, should be joined with it for 
the special purpose of conducting Missionary business, there could he no ob- 
jection to such a measure. 



PLAN 

For Church or Congregational Associations. 

constitution. 

Article 1. This Association shall be known by the -name of, The Domestic 
Missionary Association of , and shall be auxiliary to the General Assem- 
bly's Board of Missions. 

Art. 2. Any person who shall contribute annually to its funds shall be a 
member. 

Art. 3. The affairs of this Association shall be conducted by an Executive 
Committee of seven members, of whom, the Pastor and Elders shall always 
be a part, and the Pastor, if there be one, shall be, ex officio, chairman. 

Art 4. The committee shall appoint their own Secretary and Treasurer, 
either from their own number or any other persons, as they may deem expe- 
dient The Treasurer shall take charge of the funds, and pay them at the 
order of the Committee — the Secretary shall keep the records and conduct 
the correspondence. 

Art. 5. The whole subject of soliciting contributions, and raising funds, shall 
be committed to the Executive Committee, whose duty it shall be to adopt 
such plans as they may deem most expedient for accomplishing the object. 

Art. 6. It shall be the privilege of this Association, if they desire it, to 
designate the missionaries they will aid; and where they take on their funds 
individual missionaries, they will expect from these missionaries, quarterly 
reports to be made to the Association, as well as to the parent Board. 

Art. 7. It shall be the duty of the Committee to meet, at least once in three 
months, to consult together, devise plans for promoting the interests of domes- 
tic missions, and do whatever business may come before them ; three mem- 
bers regularly convened, shall be a quorum for business. 

Art 8. The Association shall meet annually on the in March, when 

a report for the year shall be read, and an Executive Committee appointed. 
The Pastor, if there be one, shall be, ex officio, President of the Association ; 
seven members shall be a quorum for business. 

Art. 9. The Secretary of the Association shall transmit a copy of the report 
immediately after the annual meeting of the Association, to the Secretary of 
the General Assembly's Board of Misssions. 



